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INTRODUCTION  
                 

 

 

This booklet is intended for students, parents and staff.  

 

It has been compiled to show the range of courses that  are available to study 

in Years 10 and 11. 

 

It is important that you read the booklet very carefully and that you ask a 

teacher or your tutor if you are unsure.  

 

You should select subjects that you  enjoy and feel you ar e likely to do well in .  

You should try to keep a balance of subjects.  

 

It is also important to pick the  type of course  and level of learning that is 

right for your ability.  

 

All students will be asked to select a reserve subject.  We try to give you your 

preferences, but this is not always possible. 

 
 
Read carefully -  Ask questions, -  Listen to advice, -  Make 

informed decisions!  

 

 
 

 

Ms J Dix on 

Assistant Headteacher - Curriculum  

January 2010  

 

 

 
 

-3- 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The majority of s tudents are required to study the following subjects.  
 
English Language:  (English Literature is offered to the majority of  

students within the English course)  

Mathematics   

Science    

*Modern Language:  French or  German or  Spanish 

*Humanity:  Geography or  History  

Religious Studies:   Traditional (Long) Course and Short Course.  Only 

nominated students will follow the Traditional Course.  

Physical Education:     There are also examination course s available (GCSE & 

BTEC).  (See PE for further information).  

ICT :  All students will study an  ICT course, 1 hour a week, in 

order to satisfy the National Curriculum requirements 

for Key Stage 4.  
 

There is also the opti on for students to follow a Diploma course.   
 

*A select ed group of students will not b e required to study a  modern language 

or a humanity.  This decision will be made by Mrs Linehan (SENCo) and Mrs 

OõBrien (Year 9 Leader) following discussions with the languages and 

humanities departments.   We will also take into consideration internal and 

external data, as we ll as attitude to learning.   This  selected  group of students 

will be offered one choice from  the following  GCSE-equivalent  subjects . 

 

   BTEC First  Certificate  ð Business  

   BTEC First  Certificate  ð Performing Arts  (Acting)  

   BTEC First Certificate ð Performing Arts (Dance)  

   BTEC First  Certificate  ð Sport  

   DiDA ICT (Level 1)  

  

   

Details follow later in this booklet.  
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UPPER SCHOOL COURSES 2010 - 2012  



Free Choices  
 

 
 

Students must  then select  TWO  subjects from the list below.  

Thi s may include a second humanity or a second language.  The languages must have been started in Year 9. 
 

 

Option E  Option F  
Art  

Art Textiles  

ASDAN  

Business Studies  

Catering  

Dance 

Drama 

D & T ð Graphics Products  

D & T  - Resistant Materials Technology 

D & T  - Textile Technology  

Geography 

Food & Nutrition  

I CT DiDA A* -C 

Leisure & Tourism  

Media Studies  

PE 

Sociology 

Spanish 

BTEC Travel & Tourism         * (count as 2  options)  

Art  

Art Textiles  

ASDAN  

Business Studies  

Catering  

Child Development  

Drama 

D & T ð Graphics Products  

D & T ð Resistant Materials Technology  

D & T ð Textile Technology  

French  

German 

Food & Nutrition  

Health & Social Care  

History  

Media Studies  

Music 

PE 

Statistics  

BTEC Performing Arts (Music) * (count as 2 options)   
 

*{ Students choosing either of the  BTEC options  ðTrav el & Tourism or Performing 

Arts (Music ) ð should note that these count as 2 options }  
 
 

Students must NOT  choose the following options together:  

GCSE Art with Art Textiles  

BTEC Business Studies with GCSE Business Studies  

BTEC Sport with GCSE PE  

BTEC Performing Arts  (Drama)  with GCSE Drama  

BTEC Performing Arts ( Dance) with GCSE Dance  

 
 

Students may also choose to follow ONE of the following Diploma courses (see section 

on Diplomas).  These students should still make 2 choices from the  free option lists.  

This will later be reduced to 1 if they are accepted on the Diploma Course:  
 

Diploma:  

* Construction & The Built Environment  

* Creative & Media Studies  

* Environment & Land -based Studies  

* Hair & Beauty  

* Information Technology  

* Society, Health & Development  
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NOTES FOR PARENTS  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINATION TIERS  

Most GCSE subjects ôtierõ students according to their ability.  This means that 

your child will sit the examination paper best suited to them.  There are usually 

two tiers:  

 

FOUNDATION TIER  is the paper set for students of average ability and  

usually offers GCSE grades C to G . 

 

HIGHER TIER   is a more demanding paper set for the more able  

students and usually offers grades A* to D . 

 

 

It is very important that your child si ts the examinatio n appropriate 

to them.   M embers of staff will advise on this nearer the time.  If a 

student taking the Higher tier fails to meet the minimum standard 

for that tier, they are not allocated a grade at all.  A ôUõ for 

unclassified is entered  on their certificate.  

 

Students will be required to undertake controlled assessments in a 

number of subjects.  Details of these will be provided by the 

Subject Leader.  
 

UPPER SCHOOL GROUPS 

 

Please note that it is only possible to offer certain courses if there is a viable 

number of students in each group.  

 

RESERVE CHOICE 

 

It is essential that all students make a reserve choice in case one of their 

option choices is not available.  
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Access Arrangements for GCSE Examinations  
 

A small number of students taking public  examinations are entitled to special 

arrangements for their examinations.  The examination board grants these 

concessions at the request of the school, providing students meet the strict criteria 

set by the examining board.  
 
In addit ion, the school is entit led to grant certain access arrangements  without 

application to the examination boards, but still set against the strict criteria set by 

the examining board.  
 
To avoid any confusion about eligibi lity for examination access arrangeme nts , this 

school has the following policy.  
 
 
1. Additional time up to a maximum of 25% may be granted to candidates having 

appropriate evidence of need identified during attendance at secondary school, 

e.g. permanent or temporary physical disability or learning difficulties.  

2. Supervised breaks or rest periods, the duration of which will not be deducted 

from the time allowed for the examination, may be granted for certain students 

with specific physical needs or behavioural, emotional and social needs.  

3. Psychological reports, other  than those from the schoolõs LA psychologist, are 

welcomed for the information and guidance they provide.  However, such reports 

give an incomplete picture of studentsõ literacy difficulties, and must be no older 

than two years.  

4. The school also needs to consider whether studentsõ literacy difficulties have 

affected their performance in the assessments carried out throughout upper 

school courses.  Evidence such as a wide disparity between oral work during 

lessons, coursework and assessment marks are significant in deciding whether or 

not a concession is appropriate.  
 
 
The following points also need to be considered:  

¶ To make the examination system fair for all, any special arrangements granted 

must not give an unfair advantage over ot her candidates.  

¶ The examinatio n system aims to test candidate s understanding of concepts.  

Therefore, the reading age required for examination papers is kept at an 

accessible level.  

¶ Candidates with Statements of Special Educational Needs do not necessaril y 

qualify for special access arrangements.  

¶ Special access arrangements at Key Stage 2 SATs do  not guarantee special 

access arrangements  at Key Stage 4 GCSE.  
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The English Department are planning to continue following AQA English and 

Literature Syllabus in 2010. Of the three GCSE courses on offer in the English 

Department from September 2010, the majority will study two :  GCSE English and 

GCSE English Literature .  We are planning to offer the third, and new, GCSE English 

Language instead of GCSE English to our more able students who may be interested in 

going on to study English Language at Advanced Level. Below are the outlines for the 

two main GCSE courses. 
 

 

 

Course Outline:   

The course focuses on understanding  creative (literary) and non fiction 

texts and producing creative and non -fiction texts.  There will also be a 

strong emphasis on Functional English, particularly for the speaking and 

listening controlled assessments, providing students with the skills and 

abilities they need to take an active and responsible ro le in their 

communities, in their everyday lives, workplaces and educational settings.   
 

Assessment:  

¶ 40% will be assessed in a 2 hour final examination  

¶ 40% will be assessed as two controlled assessments,  

¶ 20% will be assessed through speaking and liste ning controlled assessments.   

Controlled assessments replace the current coursework arrangements.  
 
 
 

Course Outline  

Over the past two years, approximately 90% of students have taken English 

Literature and the Department has consistently excellent results in this subject. 

Students will study a range of modern texts, including poetry, prose and drama as 

well as texts from our literary heritage, including Shakespeare.  The study of texts 

from other cultures and traditions will a lso be included in the final examination.  

Assessment:  

¶ 75% will be assessed in two final examinations  

¶ 25% will be assessed through one controlled assessment  

Controlled assessments replace the current coursework arrangements.  
  
Contact:  Mrs S Southern  

  Subject Leader  
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ENGLISH  

 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE  

 

COMPULSORY CORE SUBJECTS 

 

GCSE ENGLISH  



MATHEMATICS  
 

     
 

 

 

Course Outline :  

Mathematics is a compulsory subject for all students.  The 

Mathematics department aims to develop the mathematical 

ability of each student according to his/her potential and to 

help students relate mathematics to other subjects and real 

situations.   

 

There will be 2 levels of entry:  

Higher Grades A* to D and Foundation Grades C to G 

 

Course Content :  

We will be following the modular and linear Edexcel Syllabus with no 

coursework.  The linear course is assessed by means of two written 

examinations, one with  a calculator, one without, which are taken at the end of  

 

the course.   

 

The modular course is assessed by means of three written 

examinations, one of which is worth 40% of their final mark 

and must be taken at the end of the course.  
 

It is our aim that every student who completes the course 

should be entered for the appropriate examination and will 

have the opportunity to gain a GCSE in this subject.  

 

        
Contact:  Mrs Z Derbridge    

Subject  Leader  
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Course Outline:  

 

We will be running two different courses from two different exam 

boards.  Students will take the course most appropriate for their ability.  

 

The AQA Course 
 

Starting in Year 9 and continuing in Year 10, students will study and take th e 

examinations for GCSE Science, this will allow them the opportunity to potentially sit 

the triple award Science examinatons in Year 11.  
 

Students will be awarded GCSEs in Biolog y, Chemistry and Physics.  
 

AQA Science is assessed by formal examinations.  
 

Coursework has now been replaced by ISAs (Investigative Skills Assessments ) which 

are set by the exam board .  Students will be required to undertake practical 

activities (which will be assessed) and obtain data which will be used to complete a 

written exam on the practical work.   
 

 

The OCR National Course  
 

 

Students will study and prepare work on up to six  modules across the 

two years equivalent to two GCSEs.  Assessment is continuous for each 

module. 
 

All courses have a heavy emphasis on Scientific Enquiry.  
 

 

 

 

 

Contact:  Mr R Emerson   Miss C Perkins 

Subject Leader    KS4 Co-ordinator  
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SCIENCE 



 

 

 

 

 
Course Outline  

 

The specification consists of three themes that aim to provide students with a highly 

relevant and exciting programme.  
 

The three themes are:  

-  Challenges of Living in a Built Environment  

-  People and the Natural World ð Interactions  

-  People, Work and Development  
 

Examples of topics covered include:  

-  Climate change 

-  Flooding 

-  Coasts 

-  Fair trade  

 

 

Assessment  
 

The final examination consists of two papers based on the three themes. This 

accounts for 75% of the final GCSE.  
 

The remaining 25% is based on two intern ally controlled pieces of work:  

1) Illustrated project based on fieldwork (15%).  

2)  An issue that explores different viewpoints. This task may be presented in a 

mode chosen by the student e.g. PowerP oint presentation or newspaper article 

(10%). 
 

Assessment in GCSE geography is tiered, i.e. external  assessments are split into 

higher (A* -D grade range) and foundation tier  (C-G grade range) , while controlled 

assessments cater for the full range of abilities.  
  
Extra curricular ac tivities  

 

Fieldwork is an integral part of this course. For all students 

there will be a field study day to a location in the UK. There 

is also the opportunity to attend a residential trip to Morocco 

ð a week long trip split between the bustling city of 

Marrakesh and the tranquil High Atlas Mountains.  
 

Contact:  Miss S Harris  

  Subje ct Leader  
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GEOGRAPHY 

HUMANITIES  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Making of the Modern World  ð Edexcel History A  

 

Students will study f our units over two ye ars using the skills and knowledge  of 

KS3. 

 

Each unit is worth 25% of the total mark . 

 

  The Tsar and his family, the Revolution and Communism,  

  Lenin and Stalin.  

 

Unit 3:  Modern World Source Enquiry  

 

A Divided Union?  The USA 1945 - 1970   

McCarthyism and the Fear of Communism.   

The Civil Rights Movement 1945 -1970     

The Protest Movements    

          

Unit 4:  Controlled Assessment  

This unit will give you the opportunity to:  

¶ analyse and evaluate representations of history  

¶ carry out a historical enquiry  

¶ study the impact of War on Britain  1914-1950 
 

For fuller information      

Contact:   Mrs M Thompson  

          Subject Leade r  
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Unit 1:  An outline study  

Peace & War, International Relations   

  The Cold War:  1943 - 1991  

  The rise and fall of the Cold War.  

  

 

 

Unit 2:  Modern World Depth Study  

  Russia: 1917 - 1939  
 

HISTORY  

HUMANITIES  
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All students will study ICT 1 hour a week.  
 

 

 
 

This qualification  aims to:  
 

¶ Develop studentsõ knowledge and understanding of the 

I nformation and Communication Technology  

¶ Develop studentsõ skills, knowledge and understanding in 

contexts that are directly relevant to employment 

situations, thereby enhancing their employability within 

the Information and Communication Technology sector  
 

 

 

 

OCR Nationals  
 

This is 100% coursework.  
 

All units are centre -assessed and externally moderated by OCR.  Students will 

complete two units.  If they successfully complete the course, they will achieve 

an OCR Level 2 National First Award in ICT.  
 

 

 

Units:  
 

Unit 1 ICT Skills for Business  

Plus 1 other unit which will be selected according to student ability.  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact : Ms J OõBrien 

  Subject Leader  
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I C T  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline :   

    Themes and Topics 

 

 

1 - My World  

2 - Holiday  Time and Travel  

3 - Work and Lifestyle  

4 - The Young Person in Society  

 

The GCSE specification meets the needs of the revised National Curriculum.  

Candidates who have followed this specification will be well prepared to use 

the language for practical co mmunication and to continue with further study of 

the language.  It is taught using the four skills: Listening, Reading, Speaking 

and Writing.  
 

Assessment :  

The final examination consists of three examinations in Listening, Reading and 

Speaking.  Listening and Reading are each worth 20% of the final score and 

Speaking is worth 30%.  
 
Controlled writing assessments account  for the other 30% of the  final mark 

and consists of three  pieces of written work during Years 10 and 11, two of 

which are submitted . 
 

Extra  Curricular Activities :  

A study tour to France will be arranged during Year 10.  This is an invaluable 

experience for students to practise their language skills and also to improve 

their cultural awareness.  

 

 

Contact:  Mrs P M Higgins  

  Subject Leader  
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MODERN LANGUAGES  
 

 

FRENCH 



 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline :  

The syllabus consists of four compulsory Areas of Experience:  

1 - My World  

2 - Holiday Time & Travel  

3 - Work and Lifestyle  

4 - The Young Person in Society   

 

The syllabus is taught using the four skills; Listening, Reading, Speaking and 

Writing.  

 

Assessment and Coursework :  

The final examination consists of three papers in Listening, Reading and 

Speaking.  Listening and Reading each account for 20% of the final grade and 

Speaking 30%. 

 

Controlled wr iting assessments account  for the other 30% of the  final mark 

and consists of three  pieces of written work during Years 10 and 11, two of 

which will be submitted . 

 

Extra Curricular Activities :  

A study tour to Germany will be arranged during Year 10.  This is an invaluable 

experience for students to practise their language skills and also to improve 

their cultural awareness.  

 

 

Contact:  Miss J Baxter  

Subject Leader  
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GERMAN 

MODERN LANGUAGES  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline :  

The syllabus consists of four compulsory Areas of Experience:  

 

1.      -  My World  

2.  - Holiday Time and Travel  

3.  - Work and Lifestyle  

4.  - The Young Person in Society  

 

The syllabus is taught using the four skills; Listening, Reading, Speaking and 

Writing.  

 
 

Assessment :  

The final examination consists of three papers in Listening, Reading and 

Speaking.  Listening and Reading each account for 20% of the final grade and 

Speaking 30%. 
 
Controlled writing assessments account  for the other 30% of the  final mark 

and consists of three  pieces of written work during Years 10 and 11, two of 

which are submitted . 

 

Please note that this course is only open to those students who have studied 

Spanish in Year 9 at the after -school club. 

 

 

 

Contact:  Mrs P M Higgins  

Subject Leade r  
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SPANISH  

MODERN LANGUAGES  
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The PE department strives to provide its students 

with high quality PE and school sport.  The focus of 

the PE curriculum within and beyond school is to 

develop the following outcomes:  commitment, 

understanding,  healthy and active lifestyle, 

confidence, skills, a range of competitive/creative and 

challenge-type activities, decision making, showing a 

desire to improve, increased stamina, suppleness, 

strength and enjoyment.  
 

 

Physical Education is a Foundation subject and is statutory at both KS3 and KS4.  The PE 

department offers a broad, balanced and inclusive curriculum which is accessible by all 

student s within the school  and wider community.  All student s at KS4 will acces s two hours of 

high quality PE and school sport per week.  In Year 10 , Core PE is taught in single se x groups 

with one t op group and two middle band grou ps for both boys and girls.  Student s will follow 

courses in the following:  

 

Sports Education is also t aught in mixed sex and ability groups.  Sports 

Education looks at developing basic leadership qualities such as 

organisation, communication and preparation through sporting activities 

and is an excellent introduction into the well established leadership 

programme in year 11 where the students will follow either the Sports 

Leaders Award, the Junior Football Organisers Award or the Dance 

Award.  
 

 

At KS4 all student s will be required to develop and pursue their own health re lated exercise 

programme.  Student s will be individually assessed in terms of performance for each module 

and will be given a grade in line with the GCSE marking system of a score out of ten.  
 

Through a progressive T eaching and Learning policy the PE department aims to offer 

accessible hig h quality PE and sport to all students and promote life long healthy lifestyle s 

and learning for  the whole school and  the  wider community.  

           

Contact:  Mr M Fricker  

  Subject Leader  
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Football  

Hockey 

Rugby 

Netball  

 Orienteering  

Volleyball  

Basketball  

Badminton 

Table Tennis  

Aerobics  

Archery  

Athletics  

Rounders 

Tennis 

Cricket  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

All students follow a course in Religious Education in accordance with the law. The 

two year GCSE course begins in Year 9. The GCSE examination takes place at the end 

of Year 10.  
 

Courses:  

There are two courses available.  The Full Course GCSE and the Short Course GCSE. 

All stu dents will be taught the Short C ourse in Year 9.  At the start of the Autumn 

Term in Year 10 students will be steered towards the course most appropriate to 

them.  A full range of grades (A* -G) are awarded in both GCSE courses.  
 

Students will be assessed through the GCSE examination at the end of Year 10.  In  

order to prepare students for the final exam they will undertake a mock exam in the 

Autumn Term in Year 10.  
 

The skills that are nurtured as a part of their course are the a bilities to show 

empathy with other peop leõs views and experiences, and to construct logical 

arguments based on their own personal beliefs, values, ideas, and experiences.  The 

students will be encouraged to join in discussions and gain knowledge of moral and 

ethical dilemmas that are relevant to every day life.  
 

Course Content:  
 

Short Course:  

Religion and Life issues (Unit 2) : Specification B, AQA:   

A comparative study o f Buddhist and Christian attitudes to various issues .  

Ethical studies include: The E nvironment, Animal Suffering, Prejudice &  

Discrimination , Abortion &  Attitudes to Sex, Family Life and young people and War 

and Peace. 

 

Full Course:  

Religion and Life issues (Unit 2): - as above and  Religion and Morality (Unit 3):  

Specification  B, AQ A: 

A comparative study of Buddhist and Christian attitudes to various moral issues.   

Studies include: -  Matters of life, Euthanasia, Suicide, Drugs, Crime and Punishment, 

Riches and Poverty in British Society;  and World Poverty.  

 

Contact:  Mr R Gibbons 

  Subject Leader  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Business is a work related qualification 

that is equivalent to two GCSE passes at A -C.  Assessment is portfolio based so there 

are no exams to complete.  Students learn by completing projects and assignments 

that are based on realistic work place situations and activities. Students are given 

the opportunity to visit real businesses to look at  how what they are learning about 

takes place in actual businesses.  

 

Students have 10 lessons over a two week timetable. They will learn about a rang e of 

business topics including types of businesses, customer service, marketing, 

employment and starting a  new business. They will also develop skills such as team 

working, presentation skills, computer skills as well as taking responsibility for their 

own work. 

 

This introduces students to the world of business and gives a good basis to go onto 

more advanced business and work related qualifications. With 

further training and study students may progress to business 

related careers such as accounting, administration, customer 

service, finance, retail, IT personnel or sales.  

 

Course Outline  
 

Core Units (Studied  in Year 10)  

¶ Business Purposes 

¶ Business Organisation  
 

Optional Units (One studied in year 10 and two in year 11)  

(units to be chosen later ) 

¶ People in Organisations  

¶ Customer Relations in Business  

¶ Training and Employment in Business  

¶ Starting a Small Business  

¶ Promoting and Branding in Retail Business  

¶ Business Ethics  

More information about this course can be found at www.edexcel.com 

 

Contact:  Miss Bird  

  Subject Leader  
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FREE CHOICE SUBJECTS  
 

 

BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in  

 BUSINESS  

http://www.edexcel.com/


 

 

 
 

Course Outline:  

For the first time this year a BTEC First Performing Arts Certificate is being 

offered in Dance.   It is a vocational option that allows for a greater preparation for 

the workplace.  It links to other courses such as BTEC Nationals, providing a pathway 

to similar courses in further education.  
 

The Dance BTEC can be taken either at Extended Certificate or Diploma level.  The 

course follows the Edexcel syllabus consisting of 1 mandatory unit and 2 other 

optional units.   It i s worth 2 GCSEs, A* - C. 
 

BTEC Dance is 100% continuous assessment.  There are no written examinations. It is 

a practically based course and will be assessed through performance, the use of 

digital cameras, choreography log books, interviews, and poster pr esentations.    
 

The course is graded at 3 levels; Pass (GCSE C Equivalent), Merit (GCSE B Equivalent)  

                                   Distinction    (GCSE A/A* Equivalent)  

 

Students will have the opportunity to do the following:  

*  Visit the theatre to s ee professional dance works        

*  Take part in school dance performances  

*  Work as part of a group to perform and create dances  
 

Examples of unit s:  
 

¶ Unit C13: Mandatory unit                          

 Rehearsing and performing choreographed dances   
     

Plus 3 out of the following:  

¶ C11: Option Unit           

 Exploring and choreographing Urban Dance Styles       
 

¶ C12: Option Unit           

 Exploring and choreographing Jazz Dances                  
 

¶ C14: Option unit           

 Exploring the development of dan ce styles                  
 

Those wishing to choose this option should have a basic background in dance and 

understand that they will need to commit themselves to practising and rehearsing 

outside school hours.  
 

 

Contact: Mrs J C Bell  

             BTEC Dance Coordinator  
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BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate -  Performing Arts  

(DANCE) 



 

 

 

 

Course Outline:  

 

The students work towards the BTEC First Certificate qualification that 

focuses on particular aspects of theatre and drama within the performing arts 

sector.  

The course is given 10 hours of contact time over a two 

week timetable.  

 

Over the course, students work towards three units of 

work.  

 

Acting:      Students will explore drama ba sed around the First  

    World War and homelessness and create two pieces of 

    practical work.  

Devising:    Students will look at tension and murder mysteries as 

    well as pieces of theatre in education and create two 

    pieces of practical work.  

Production Project:  Students will be responsible for putting on their own  

    show in year 11. 

 

Each unit is given a pass, merit or distinction at the end of Year 11.   The BTEC 

is worth two GCSEs.           

   

    
Contact:  Mr S Donaldson  

Subject Leader  
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BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate -  Performing Arts  

(DRAMA)  



 

 
 

 
The PE Department is  offering the opportunity to take a BTEC  Level 2 Extended Certificate 

in Sport which is a  vocational option that allows you to be more prepared for the workplace. 

Once this leve l of BTEC is completed there are links to other similar courses such as BTEC 

Nationals (A Level Equivalent) in further education.  
 

The BTEC that the PE Department is  offering can be taken at either Certificate or Diploma 

level. The exam board that provide s this course is Edexcel (www.edexcel.org.uk).  
 

The course outline, grading criteria and GCSE equivalent is set out below:  
 

The course is 100% continued assessment , so therefore  no written exam. The assessment  is 

based around assessed tasks such as poster presentations, role plays, worksheets and 

reports  and practical moderation . 
 

The assignment  will be graded at either Pass ©, Merit (B) or Distinction (A/A*) level.  
 

The course is equivalent to 3 Units) = 2 A* - C GCSEõs 
 

The course is given 9 hours of contact time over a two week timetable. 4 -5 hours are 

dedicated to practic al lessons, which are often led  by specialist coaches and 4 hours are 

theory based.  
 

Examples of Practical Activities  

Á Badminton 

Á Basketball  

Á Self Defence  

Á Hockey 

Á Volleyball  
 

Typical Theory Units  

Á The Body in Sport  

Á Health, Safety & Injury in Sport  

Á Preparation for Sport  

Á Planning & Leading Sports Activities    
 

Those wishing to choose this option should have a keen interest in all sports and understand 

that there is a large amount of time dedicated to theoretical issues in sport and that they 

will need to be successful in both areas to complete the course.  
 

Contact:  Miss M Godfrey  

BTEC Sport Co-ordinator  
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BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in  

SPORT 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DiDa (Exam Board Edexcel)  

 

The course is designed to build on skills students have 

learnt at key stage 3.  The course is for students who 

want to continue with ICT at a higher level.  

 
 

1 unit completed will result in students achieving AiDa  (1 GCSE) 

2 units completed will result in students achieving CiDa (2 GCSEs)  
 

 

Studentsõ ability will determine which award they will be entered for. 
 

 

Each unit consists of knowledge and skill building section and a final 

assessment.  The final assessment  is a timed exercise (30 hours) resulting in 

an electronic portfolio (e -portfolio) which is marked.   
 

 

Within the e -portfolio, students will have created a variety of documents 

including leaflets, surveys, information points and databases.  
 

 

We are offeri ng DiDa as a single option.  
 

 

Students who wish to study single DiDa must enter DiDa for one option choice.   

 
 

 

 

Contact:   Ms J OõBrien 

  Subject Leader  
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I C T  
DiDA Level 1  



 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline :  

 

Students will produce a portfolio of work with a 

starting point based on the theme of Natural 

Forms. 

 

Assessment :  

The final exam accounts for 40% of the final GCSE 

mark. 
 

The Controlled Assessment  which consists of a 

portfolio and sketch books accounts for the 

remaining 60% of the marks.  

 

 

 

 

Extra curricular activities:  
 

A visit to Wisley arranged for those taking Art as an option will take p lace 

during Activities Week 2010 . 
 

The portfolio of work will be accompanied by sketch books showing 

observational studies, development of ideas and links to artists and art 

movements. 

 

 

 

 

Contact:  Mrs S Field  

  Subject Leader  
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FREE CHOICE SUBJECTS  
 

 

ART & DESIGN  



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Assessment :  

The final exam accounts for 40% of the final GCSE mark.  
 

Controlled assessment  accounts for the remaining 60% of 

the marks.  
 

The course follows the same assessment pattern as GCSE 

Art.  
 

The students will be expected to keep a sketchbook of ideas and techniques 

that is asses sed as part of their controlled assessment.  

 

During the course, the students will explore a number of areas 

of textiles such as dyed and printed fabrics, batik, silk painting, 

constructed fabrics, felting, weaving, applied fabrics, machine 

embroidery, hand embroidery, textile items around the home 

and used for fashion.  
 

 

 

    
 

 

       

Contact:  Mrs S Field       

  Subject Leader  
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ART TEXTILES  



 

 

 

    
 

What is the Asdan Option?  The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness is a flexible 

activity based programme which allows you to develop personal and social skills in preparation 

for adult life.  The qualification is of fered at two levels which can lead  to  a full  GCSE.  
 

The CoPE.  
The course is made up of a number of challenges which are recorded in a personal portfolio.  

The evidence you collect of work completed throughout the course will contribute to the 

credits  needed to pass the award.  The course will require field trips and there is no 

examinatio n! For more information go to ( http://www.asdan.co.uk ). 
 

You will:  
- Develop a number of key skills  

- Co-operate with other students and teachers to 

assist your learning  

- Assess your own learning  

- Summarise your achievements to compile a 

portfolio of supporting evidence.  

- Take part in fun activities  

- Possibly gain further awards as you progress  

- Choose challenges from the following modules  
 

Communication    Health and Fitness  

Citizenship and Community  Sport and Leis ure 

Independent Living    Vocational Preparation  

Work Experience     Science and Technology 

In ternational Links    Expressive A rts  

Beliefs and Values  
 

Examples of challenges you could attempt : 
- Take part in an indoor sporting activity  

- Plan and cook a basic two course meal 

- Prepare and present an Arts production/exhibition  

- Take part in a gardening project  

- Understand the need for financial budgeting/personal finance  

- Practical tasks for basic household maintenance  

- Follow a programme of supervised fitness activities  

- Prepare for a world of work  
 

This is just a selection of the large number of challenges available  
 

Contact:   Mrs E Crowe  

  Subject Leader Asdan  
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ASDAN CoPE (Level 1 and 2)  

http://www.asdan.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

Course Outline :  

 

 

The syllabus covers: The Economy; Business Ownership; 

Production; Personnel; Marketing; Business Communication; 

Business Finance and IT applications in Business.  
 
This course will enable students to develop an 

understanding of the relationship between business activity 

and the environment within which it take s place. 

 
 

Assessment :  

The course is split into three units. ôSetting up a businessõ and ôGrowing as a 

businessõ are each assessed with an exam. 
 
The third unit ôInvestigating Businessesõ is assessed as a controlled written 

assignment with different tasks  set each year by the exam board.   

 

Extra Curricular Activities:  

As Business Studies must relate to the real world of business and the 

community at large , research outside the classroom will be necessary.  Optional 

trips are also organised e.g. to Thorpe P ark . 

 
Further Information  

 For further information see www.aqa.org.uk or 

contact Miss Bird.  

 

 

 

 

Contact:  Miss N Bird  

  Subject Leader  
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BUSINESS STUDIES  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

          
 

Course Outline:  

This course of study in Food is designed to be a preparation for living in a 

contemporary, changing and multi -cultural society.  There are both theoretical 

and practical areas of study.  

 

Syllabus areas include:  

¶ Nutrition and meal planning  

¶ Food production and preparation       

¶ The catering industry  

¶ Health and Safety in relation to working with food  

 
 
Assessment  
 

Controlled assessment  accounts for 60% of  the final mark.  This involves 

practical assessments that enable students to demonstrate their competency 

in the safe preparation of food items  
 

The final examination accounts for the remaining 40% of the work.  
 
 
 
Target Group:  

This course is suited to any student who has an interest in and enjoys 

preparing food.  It is the ideal introduction to any student who may wish to 

work in the food or catering industry in the future.  

 

 

 
           
Contact:  Mrs J Vadi           

  Subject Leader  
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C A T E R I N G  


